
Marriage Preparation 
Initial Requirements 

 
 
1.  Before you meet with the priest, gather all necessary information for your wedding 
file.  Bring the following docs to the office. 
2. ORIGINALS AND COPIES OF: baptism, first communion, confirmation certificates.  
If no proof of first communion, a picture will suffice   
3.  Contact the parishes where you were both baptized and have them mail/fax you a 
"Copy of your Baptismal Records with Marginal Notes."  Bring these, originals and 
copies, to our first meeting 
4.  If anyone of you is divorced, please bring original and copy of your decree of divorce 
5.  If anyone of you had his/her marriage annulled, please bring original and copy of 
your decree of annulment 
6.  The wedding ceremony: 
     a) for couples marrying for the first time and are not cohabitating: before our 
meeting takes place, decide on a day/time when you would like to celebrate your 
wedding.  Contact the parish office re: fees and church availability.  Be ready to book the 
church and pay necessary fees before our first meeting (a fee will be required to book the 
church) 
     b) for couples that have been cohabitating between 4 and 7 years: before our second 
meeting takes place, decide whether you would like to celebrate the sacrament,  

i) on a weekend (choose a day/time when you would like to celebrate your 
wedding, contact the parish office re: fees and church availability.  Be ready to book the 
church and pay necessary fees by no later than our second meeting)  

ii) on a weekday (Wednesdays in Spanish or Thursdays in English) 
     c) for couples that have been living together 7 years or longer: if your ceremony is in, 

+Spanish, on Wednesday at 630PM 
+English, on Thursday at 630PM.   
 

7.  When you have these requirements in your hands, and have turned them into the 
office you will meet with you priest.  Otherwise, I ask you to please wait until all 
documents, originals and copies, have been gathered and a date and/or time for your 
wedding has been chosen.   
 
8.  Take a look at the diocesan web site and come up with some good questions about 
pre-marriage prep or other programs you might be interested in:  
http://www.austindiocese.org/department_home.php?id=11  
 
Looking forward to our first meeting. 
Peace,  
	  

Fr.	  Jairo	  Sandoval-‐Pliego	  


